Development of a methodology for malariogenic stratification as a tool for malaria control.
Modified plan of operation (MPO) for malaria control launched in 1977 failed to curb malaria incidence beyond about 2 million cases per annum and thus necessitated development of multipronged malaria control strategies based upon malariogenic stratification. A model for such stratification based upon six most sensitive, but quantifiable, epidemiological parameters for which records are easily available at PHC level, namely, topography, average annual rainfall, vector(s), average annual parasite incidence (API) for the last five years, epidemic potential and vulnerability was developed. This model has been successfully tried in the State of Karnataka and on that basis the whole State has been divided into five strata in order of increasing endemicity. Objectives of malaria control for each of the stratum so defined have been proposed.